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or armies of the Spaniards, that they cannot invade us
except in America, and that they can only molest us by
intercepting our traders, This they can only effect by
means of their privateers, whose vessels, being light and
active, may be easily fitted out, nimbly seize their prey,
and speedily retire.

The experience of the last French war, my lords, might
have taught us how much we have to fear from the activity
of men incited by prospects of private gain, and equipped
with that care and vigilance, which, however omitted in
national affairs, the interest of particular men never fails
to dictate. It is well known, my lords, how much we lost
amidst our victories and triumphs, and how small security
the merchants received from our magnificent navies, and
celebrated commanders. It was, therefore, surely the part
of wise men, not to miscarry twice by the same omission,
when they had an opportunity to supply it.

I need not inform your lordships of what every reader
of newspapers can tell, and which common sense must
easily discover, that privateers are only to be suppressed
by ships of the same kind with their own, which may scour
the seas with rapidity, pursue them into shallow water,
where great ships cannot attack them, seize them as they
leave the harbours, or destroy them upon their own coasts*

That this is, in its own nature, at once obvious to be con-
trived, and easy to be done, must appear upon the bare
mention of it, and yet that it has been either treacherously
neglected, or ignorantly omitted, the accounts of every
day have long informed us. Not a week passes in which
our ships are not seized, and our sailors carried into a state
of slavery. Nor does this happen onlyx)n the wide ocean,
which is too spacious to be garrisoned, or upon our ene-
mies' coasts, where they may have, sometimes, insuperable
advantages, but on our own shores, within sight of our
harbours, and in those seas of which we vainly style our
nation the sovereign.

Who is there, my lords, whose indignation is not raised
at such ignominy? Who is there by whom $uch negli-
gence will not be resented ? It cannot bfc alleged that we